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Wine ratings technically go
back to ancient times

Wine rafings are written
descriptions of wine

Wine writing goes back in
antiquity as far back as people
producing wine and having o
written language

Egyptian heiroglyphs depicted wine
productiion as early as 3000BC

Lyrical poet Alkkman 1st to
mention a wines name 700BC;
probably from Georgia

The Greek writer Theophrastus wrote
about Greek wine production from
ancient Greece in 300bc

Aristotle wrote about wine,
as sweet grape beverages...
maybe non alcoholic



The Roman writer Pliny the Elder wrote about
regions and grapes.
His writings were important in providing historians necessary
Information on history of wine.

Mideval ages the Bendict and Cistercian monks had vineyards
throughout France; Champagne, Burgudy & Bordeaux.
They wrote about wine

13th century AD Jofroi of Waterford,

http://deshika.wordpress.com/2007/02/04/we-all-have-to-get-on-together/



Original ocorg cards

1935 Professor William Cruess proposes three different
100 point card systems

Basic purpose was to find wines free of faults

M.A. Amerine and A.J. Winkler developed a 100-poinft
scorecard to provide more objective evaluations of wine by
“freeing the tasters of preconceived ideals.”

1935-1959 100 point system

appearance 10
color 10
odors 15

volatile acidity 10




dC PAVIS

20 point sgtem

Appearance (2 points) -
2 points if it is brilliant, with no dullness, murkiness, or particles
of sediment.
1 point if it is clear, but not flashing with light reflections
O pfts If full or cloudy it gefs.

Color (2 points) -
White wines are varying shades of yellow, gold, straw.
Flaows are any amber tones, indicating oxidation.
Rosé can be a true pink, finged with deeper red or orange.
Violet tints, brown tints of amber or deep red are faults.
Red wines depends greatly upon the grape variety.
Pinot Noir may be light enough to verge on fransparency.
Cabernet or Zinfandel will be deep red.
Newer or younger wines will often have blue-purple edges,
as older wines will show bronze edges.




Total Acidity (2 points) -
The zing felt around the edges of the tongue
f low, the wine is flat, flabby or soapy.
It can be too high with unpleasant sharpness.

Sweetness/sugar (1 point) -
Sugar and total acidity go together.
Overly set for the wine's type is a fault, as is overly dry.

Body (1 point) -
This is the wine's viscous nature identified as mouth-feel, also
the binges, or alcoholic strength.

Flavor (2 points) -
The flavor should correspond with the bouqguet and aroma,
being clean, fruity, full or balanced.
It should not be metallic, steamy, or alien in character.




5 Point & 3 Point oystems

Wall Street Decanter
Journdl
OK Decanter Award
Good .\%.;-ﬁr:#, highly recommended
Very Good —— — — recommended
) P
Delicious xf{ aﬂi{( wf{ quite good




Robgert Parker ).

Robert Parker was a lawyer and

wine lover who started to write Robert M. Parker, Jr.'s
about wine

that would asssit consumers in
buying wine, similar to Ralph

Nader’'s Consumer Report The Independent Consumer’s
Bimonthly Guide to Fine Wine

The
His iInfention was to create a
consumer friendly publication
ADVOCATE.

Up to this point, wine crifics were usually involved with the wine
trade and this created a conflict of interest for bais ratings




The Wine Advocate went on to be one of the most influential
publications in the world.

Throughout the years Parker has received much criticism
because of his inflated ego,
ripe palate and Parkerization of wine.

That being said his scoring system has influenced many other
publications and crifics

Parker has scored 224 wines at 100 points

Oldest Wine: 1811 (d'Yguem)|)

Least Expensive Wine (Listed Price): $59.00—1995 Chateau La
Graviere Tirecul Vendange Tardive Cuvee Madame




: COLOR 5 points
(OO0 point AROMA 15 points

FLAVOR AND FINISH 20 points
SYStzm AGING POTENTIAL 10 points

96-100:

An extraordinary wine of profound and complex character dis-
playing all the attributes expected of a classic wine of ifs variety.
Wines of this caliber are worth a special effort o find, purchase,
and consume.

90 - 95:
An outstanding wine of exceptional complexity and character.
In short, these are terrific wines.

80 - 89:
A barely above average to very good wine displaying various
degrees of finesse and flavor as well as character with no nofice-




I Wingopeetatorn

The Wine Spector began in San

Diego on the streets of Ocean

Beach as a tabloid newspaper
IN 1976

It's owner was Bob Morrisey, a
major in the US army and @
columnist for the San Diego

Evening Tribune. THE MOST EXCITING
| WINES OF 2011

Marvin Shanken, a New York | ==y

oublisher purchased the . WINEOFTHEYEAR
publication in 1979

BEST CHAMPAGNES
PALM BEACH DINING

In 1981 it began it's Restaurant
Awards which increased
oublication




It's wine crifics are James Molesworth, Kim Marcus,
Bruce Sanderson, Harvey Steiman, James Laube and from 1981
to 2010, James Suckling

The Spector has come under critficism for its Restaurant Awards
orogam, where it raises $1 million in entry fees

Some feel as though the ratings are bought with advertising

Wine Spectator tasters review wines on the
following 100-point scale:

95-100 Classic: a great wine
90-94 Ovutstanding: a wine of superior
character and style
85-89 Very good: a wine with special qualifies
80-84 Good: a solid, well-made wine
/5-79 Mediocre: a drinkable wine that may
have minor flows
50-74 Not recommended




Decani@r

Decanter is a London based publication, founded in 1975 by
Colin Parnell and Tony Lord.

The two previously worked for Wine and Spirits,
a trade magazine.

Decanter was to be a new magazine for the consumer.

The rating system used in decanter was the
5 star system based on a 20 point rating system

The magazine has a more Old World focus than the Spectator.

Some of its most important features are the Man/Woman of the
year issue and the Decanter World Wine Awards

The Competition is judged by Masters of Wine and
Master Sommeliers. They rate wines of a certain type and price.
The rating take terroir into account.

The competition is chaired by Steven Spuirre, who hosted the
Paris Tasting of 1976.




DECANTER MAGAIZINE RATING SYSTEM

5 Stars - Outstanding Quality
4 Stars - Highly Recommended
3 Stars - Recommended

2 Stars - Quite Good
1 Star - Acceptable

Decanter is moving to the 100 pt system with
3 tasters for each wine.

Still based on 20 point system.
The scores will be an average of the three tasters

The scores of each taster will be posted so that
consumers can idenftify with one’s palate.

To this date Jancis Robinson uses the 20 point system

The UC Davis 20 point System was used to help winemkaer
Improve wines

It Is less subjective than Wine Spectator and Wine Advocate



Cellar Tracker

As tfechnology evolves the rating
system is slowly moving away from
the major publications '
Sites like Yelp have allowed other Cﬂilﬂr fﬂﬂkﬂf.n
Innovators to create platforms for
the general public to give their
two sense

Eric LeVine, from Seattle created
Cellar Tracker in 2004

Cellar Tracker has grown

A f N7 \/7 N/ \ ¥} T\

wine-searcher.com

90RLS

Wines



HOW WE RATE WINES (and other things)

= Ncfual threshold of accaptahility
+— lnfavarabda Rating —— <——— Theoritical thrashalc of accentability -— [Favorable Bating — Perfection —+
1
00 POINT SCALES ! ' !
70 90 100
REAL WORLD MODEL - US HIGH SCHOOL GRADING i S RN A PN o
Ini theory an F i= failing but if you're treing to wse your grades far getting into 2 il ! W W i ¥ i I
Collzge or University less than a B averags won™t help much. F {Failing) I D (Below Average) C {Awerage) B {Abave fwerage) A (Excellent) |
ROBERT PARKER/ WINE SPECTATOR The 100 paint I | [ I | |
system was introduced by Robert Parker's Wine Advocate in 1975 1] &0 rii] on g5 100
Very much like its real world mocel, 60 or above i= acceptable in theary L — . — R [\ A - J
bt i Ii ti der 30 be 3 wi llabla. As imitati
isuthlz ;?:c:::;{fn:l:: ;n;:;tewc:rner::'?n: ;;:;tnaizra:lmtezlgar'.{e?'rs Mowire deemed fo be #i below average wine contaiming  An auera;e viine with little | A baraly ztlu'.-e averzge to  An oufstanding An extraordinary
system and helped make the LIiD point system huge. unacceptable. raticezhble deficiencies. . . distinction . | very pood wine. . wina . . wine. . |
| i
WINE ENTHUSIAST Coming along 10 years lzter than the Wine | | | | |
Advocate, its 100 point scale was calibrated to acoept the new reality Bﬁ 83 B7 !Ii."_l 94 98 100
tiat far faweer wines had inherent flaws and that there were too many e A R AN AN AN A A
goad wires to rate to dwell on merely average {sub-B0k wines. ) S A hd e A . |
Mot reviewed | J'l.-:-:a:ltal:-le Gaod Very Good Excallant Superh Elzs,sn:l
20 POINT SCALES ! : ; : :
12 14 16 18 Z.P
REAL WORLD MODEL - FRENCH HIGHER EDUCATION . A o FEN FAR AN
The French have successfully resistad many Angla customs, including grade inflation, "_ - o i . ¥ i |
which mears you can =till pass with a 10/20. Fail | i Passable Assez Bien Bien Trés Bien Exceptionnel
|
UC DAVIS Developed in the 1950% by Dt Mayrard Amearine, points are given for | 1 |
the follewing categorias: Appearance (2}, Color (2], Aroma & Bougust (4], Yolatile g 13 17 a2

Acidity (21, Tatal Acidity (2), Swegar (1), Body (1), Flaeor (1), Astringency (1), and General
Quality (2). Although it is still used, its criteria is now widely considerad obsalete as it
comas from a time when making defect free wine was the primary concern. Cne
widely voiced criticiem is that a fairy ardinary wine can aasily score 17 points.

Wines below
commercigl acceptakility

'.._Y,_;"‘-._,____H_vﬂ_,_,—..--*' \-H—'_"V‘_'—JM—'_W“_—HJI

Ctandard wines with neither
putstanding character or defeact

Standard wines with neithar
putstanding character or defact

Wines of outstanding
characieristics, no defects

JANCIS ROBINSON Before becoming 2 Master of Wira, she studied [ I T | T T | T ]

Mathematics at Cwford but has never been completely comforizble with the relatiorship 79 13 ],? 15 16 17 18 19 20

of wine and numbers. Mot demying the usefulness of such systems, she livas tha 5 star i FAN N FIRY AN Y A

scale of Broadbent and Decanter but feals the 20 point scale allows more precision. | o 8 _""'F B 4 I V e .

Also note that her scale criteria is - in contrast to the Davis system - hedanistic and Unbalanced .De. y dull ar |'lf':-er.z¢;|!a but Superiar A cut abowe superior A Humdinger Truly exceptional |
ar faulty borderling unbalanced  distiguishad

zubjact to tha same grade inflation 2= most of the others. Gut of paliteness, perhaps?

5 STAR SCALES

REAL WORLD MODEL - HOTEL 5TAR RATINGS 5 Star sczles have bear used for ower 100

years fo rate hotels but the criteria can differ greatly depending on the country and the reviewer. Tha system
shown here has bean used since 1958 by Mobil Trawel Guidas to rate Amarican hotels.

MICHAEL BROADBENT He's bean tasting professionally for over 50 years

using tha 5 star scale. For purposes of this chart, 2nd accounting for British resame
his "Gooc™ translates bo "Very Good" in othar parts of the world.

NO STARS

Poar

DECANTER The main British wire mag uses Broadbent's system but in practica
they rarely publish any ratings below 3 stars. In other words "Quite Good™ or less is a
polite way of saying "Rubbish."

THE WALL STREET JOURMAL Dorathy J. Gaiter and John Brecher dan't use stars but their

=ystem can be considered & five star scale. "Delicious!™ is very rarely used {~0.195 of the time} much
like 100 im the 100 point scales.

Yech

*

ok Yook Yook Jolololok

Clean, corvenient  Comfortable establishment ‘Well-zppairfed Outstanding-warth One of the best|
estzblishment with with expandac services  establishment, with full a special frip in the courtry

limited sarvices and amenities services and amenities I

) Mot very good, Moderately Good Very good Cutstanding |

| but not bad 1

1 . . f | i

heceotabla Quita Good | Recommended Highly Recommended Decanter Award

I

OK Good Very Good Delicious Deligious!

4 STAR SCALES

NEW YORKTIMES The New York Times uses 2 four star scale that seems to have
began with newspaper movie reviews. Mediocrity izn't big in Maw York so the rafings skip
right over tha meraly "Good™ going from "Paszabla" to "Very good™. The %an Francisco
iChronicle adopted a similar 4 star system sarlier this year.

MO STARS
Pass it by

*

Passable

Hekokok

Extraordi narl.'

ook

Yery Good Excellent

3 STAR SCALES

REAL WORLD MODEL - MICHELIN RESTAURANT GUIDES
Just getting ane star is 2 big ceal - if wines were rated like this, there would be wery few rated.

GAMBERO ROSS50 The major Italian wire publisher wards "Tre Bicchieri® (three wineglzsses) like
Michelin Stars buf tha equivalent scoras out of 100 that they provide saem foo low. Hasn't anyone told them thak
urder B0/100 spells doom for 2ny winemaker?

WINE X MAGAZINE "Our recommendation system has shsohutely nothing ta do with rumbers".
They don't rezlly hawa anything to do with tha Michealin 3 star scale either but it only seams nabural that
their highest ranking is triple-X.

X

Recommended (Gets it Done)

Above average to good in its
category, eguivalent to 70-73.,/100

B 00

Evcellent cooking,  Exceptional cuigine,
warth a detour  worth a special joerney

QeY

Excellant in its categary,
equivalart to 90-38,10

&3

A very qoad restaurant
in its categary

QY

Yary good to excellert in ifs
category, eguivalent ta 20-89/100

©

XX

Highlly Recammended (Killer King)

XXX

Exceptionally Coal

SIGNIFICANT RATING SYSTEMS NOT ABibFTED BY THE WINE WORLD

A+ M-MM+A&R

BOND RATING SCALES 1f Robert Parker had chose a bond D CC CCC- CCC CCC+.B- B B+ BB- BE BB+ BBB- BBB BBE+ A- A
rating scale like this one by Standard and Poors 25 his model, Ris k,_____‘v_'_ A s —"‘v""_'__d) S |
influance may nat have baen what it is today. i R |
Junk Speculative Grade Investment Gracs

INTERNET 5 STAR RATINGS This system developad by I
Amaroncom for boak 2nd product ratings has become pravalent ﬁ m w W
throughout the internat. However, giving twio stars to something you * : B S :

I hata it I dar't like it It= OK Tlike it T lowe it

don't [ie doesn't seam like an imorovemnent ta the esisting 5 star wine
rating scales.

) 2004 De Long Compart, 'm.delnngwineltum




Cvalualing Wine

APPEARANCE:
e Are there faultse Cloudy, Murky, Dull, Bright, Brilliant.

COLOR:
e Whites can have an Amber color, reds furn orange.
e |s the color brilliant or dull. Does the color suit the variety?

AROMA:
e |s the wine clean<¢ Corked, Tainted?
e Does it have fruit aromas, Earth, Floral or Spicese

FLAVOR:
e Does the wine mimic the nose<
e Are there any flavors not present on the nose<

TANNIN:
e Do the tfannins reflect the age and grape®?
e Are the tannins green orripe?

ACIDITY:
e Does the acidity reflect the grape variety?
e |s the acidity overly acidic or balanced?

FINISH:
e |s the finish short, medium or long?
e How long does the wine |last on your palatee

OVERALL IMPRESSION:
e Was the wine pleasinge Was it Balancede



Controversy

PARKERIZATION
After 2002 a substansial increase in over 90 point Cals
Are wine makers making wines for Robert Parker?
Did Robert Parker’s Palalte change?
Do Higher points mean more readers?

Are wineries buying ratingse

Percent of '89-08 CA Cabs Scoring 90 Points or More

http://fermentation.typepad.com/fermentation/2011/11/robert-parker-and-the-odd-case-of-the-2002-vintage.html




Do they really rate winese Or do
they just make up ratings to be
able to print publicationse

A winemaker told me a story
about his wine receiving a score
for a wine they did not make.

Are Wine Ratingsbought?

Paying to taste.

http://www.lomejordelvinoderioja.com/noti-
cias/Miller-catara-para-Robert/noticia/1546.
html

Wine Spectator has been said to sell
ratings to advertisers and
Wine Spectator wineries close to th Magazine.

Restaurant awards are paid
enteries. Fake restaurants won awards.

BEST OF : :
AWARD OF One restaurant had a wine list of

EXCELLENCE only wines rated below 90 pts by WS

and still won




How accurate are they?

Statistical study showed that judges are usually £ 5 points when
re-tasting the same wine blind

That is a difference between a wine scoring 95 or 85 poinfts

Parker says he is always with in 3 points when re-tasting
the same wine blind.

One of the markers for scoring is how long the wine will age.

Can some one really tell how long the wine will age?




WINE COMPETITIONS

A study by a Paso Robles winery:
sent the same wine to a wine competition under
three different labels.
Two of the identical samples were rejected,
Yone with the comment ‘undrinkable.
The third bottle was awarded a double gold medal.

Inconstency from one competition to the next.




DONT RELY ON
RATINGS.HAVE FUN

BUY WHAT YOU

“Drink wine every day,
at lunch and dinner,
and the rest will take care
of 1tself.”

-food critic Waverly Root



Rating

Wedal

Qutstanding

Gold

Outstanding

Gold

Outstanding

Gold

COutstanding

Gold

Outstanding

Gold

Qutstanding

Gold

Qutstanding

Gold

Highly recommended

Silver

Highly recommended

Silver

Highly recommended

Silver

Highly recommended

Highly recommended

Silver

Highly recommended

Silver

Recommended

Bronze

Recommended

Bronze

Recommended

Bronze

Recommended

Bronze

Recommended

Bronze

Recommended

Bronze

Recommended

Commended

Recommended

Commended

Fair

Commended

Silver ‘
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Appearance

Cloudy, dull, muris

Codior

0-2

el e i 0 e D el el

TOTAL

100 Podnt Rating




